
Honors English 4 – 2022 Summer Assignment
Mr. Scheip (tscheip@cmhs-sarasota.org)

Your assignment this summer is to read two short texts (fiction and nonfiction) and write

analytical responses to each of  them. It is important that your responses are rooted in the text, meaning

you can point to specific moments from each piece to help prove your point. Additionally, you will

complete an EdPuzzle related to the reading. The two pieces and the EdPuzzle concern the history,

culture, and politics of  Ireland that will lead into our first text of  the fall semester,Dubliners.

Responses will be graded on depth of  thought, ability to integrate quotes into your own

language, in-text citations, and use of  complete sentences, punctuation, and spelling. These responses

should reflect your honors level reading and writing skills. Each response should be a well-developed

paragraph in length. Your work should be solely based on the texts posted to Canvas. You may not use

outside sources. All parts of  the project must beuploaded to Canvas as a PDF or Word file.

Your responses will be submitted on rolling due dates. The reading questions will be posted at

the conclusion of  this school year after exams. See the attached schedule at the end of  this page.

Reminders:

1.  Begin each response with a complete topic sentence introducing the text, the author, and the

main point of  the paragraph. Provide meaningful, detailed examples and details to support your main

idea. Embed at least one short direct quotation in each paragraph and use appropriate MLA

citations as required. This means the quotes are naturally integrated into your own language.

2.  Format your work in MLA. Remember to double-space with one-inch margins and include a

four-part heading.  This also means to submit your work as a PDF or Word file.

3. Use your time effectively this summer by planning to complete the reading and responses on

time. If you wait until the last minute to work on this, your project will likely reflect your haste. Late

work will be penalized a letter grade for each day it is late.

Reading Responses:

1. Read "A Modest Proposal," Jonathan Swift's satirical pamphlet published in 1729. Answer one
of  the following prompts with a well developed paragraph:
● What is Swift's purpose in offering such a "solution"?
● What response do you think Swift hoped to get from readers of  his "proposal"?
● How would you describe the speaker of  this piece? What kind of  person are they?

mailto:tscheip@cmhs-sarasota.org


2. Read "Ireland's Path to Desolation" by Tim Pat Coogan and answer the following prompt with
a well-developed written paragraph. Why was 'The Great Famine' so devastating?
According to Coogan, what caused such devastation?

Due Dates:

Assignment Date

Reading Responses #1 June 23rd

Reading Responses #2 July 14th

EdPuzzle July 29th

Honors English 4 Summer Reading Responses Rubric (25 points)

____Structure/Organization (4 pts)

_____ Paragraph has cohesion (clear topic/main ideas)

_____ Ideas/sentences transition smoothly

_____ Paragraph has closure (i.e., conclusion sentence)

_____Content/Analysis (8 pts)

_____ Sufficient Amount of textual evidence in the form of quotations

_____ Well developed and original analysis

_____ Avoids repetition

_____ Adequate context provided

_____Style (5 pts)

_____ Clear and proper wording that avoids repetitive wording

_____ Avoids 1st/2nd person (I, me, you, we, us)

_____ Quotes are properly integrated

_____ Avoids contractions

_____Mechanics/Grammar (5 pts)

_____ Proper verb tense

_____ Complete Sentences

_____ Precise use of quotations

_____ Proper grammar/usage



_____ Proper spelling and punctuation

_____MLA Format (3 pts)

_____ Citations included

_____ Heading/font/spacing

_____ Proper File Type (PDF or Doc file)

_____/25pts Total Grade



Satirical Voices

(background) St. Patrick’s 

Cathedral, Dublin

A Modest Proposal
Essay by Jonathan Swift

Meet the Author

Jonathan Swift has been called the greatest 
satirist in the English language. His 
genuine outrage at man’s inhumanity to 
man and his commitment to championing 
liberty found voice in his biting satire 
and unflinching criticism of his times. 
Few writers of the 18th century were as 
politically and socially influential as Swift.

A Priest with a Pen Jonathan Swift was 
born of Anglo-Irish parents in Dublin, 
Ireland. Though his family was not 
wealthy, Swift attended the prestigious 
Trinity College. After graduating, he moved 
to Surrey in England to accept a position 
as secretary to a retired diplomat. In 1695, 
Swift was ordained as an Anglican priest 
and became a full-fledged satirist, with two 
completed works ready for publication.

 Swift was a clergyman and a political writer 
for the Whig party. His first two satires, 
The Battle of the Books and A Tale of a Tub, 

quickly established his acerbic style. 
Whether lampooning modern 

thinkers and scientists (John 
Locke and Sir Isaac Newton 
among them), religious 
abuses, or humanity at 
large, Swift raged at the 
arrogance, phoniness, and 
shallowness he saw infecting 
contemporary intellectual 
and moral life. Though 

his early publications 
were anonymous, 

people began 

to recognize his vicious and witty political 
writing through his contributions to London 
periodicals such as Richard Steele’s and 
Joseph Addison’s The Spectator.

 When the Whigs lost power to the Tories 
in 1710, the Tories courted the conservative 
Swift to join their side. As a man of 
principle and a strict moralist, however, he 
ultimately became disenchanted with the 
compromises and manipulations of politics. 

Irish Patriot In 1713, Swift was appointed 
dean of St. Patrick’s Cathedral in Dublin. 
Though Swift at first felt exiled in Ireland, 
in time he regained his interest in politics. 
Angered by the way England tyrannized 
Ireland, Swift fought back in a series of 
publications called The Drapier’s Letters, 
in which he wrote, “Am I a freeman in 
England, and do I become a slave in six 
hours by crossing the channel?” For Irish 
Catholics and Protestants alike, Swift 
became a hero. His last major work about 
Ireland, “A Modest Proposal,” is one of 
the most famous satires ever written.

Gulliver’s Success In 1726, Swift 
anonymously published the masterly 
satire Gulliver’s Travels, in which he vents 
his fury at political corruption and his 
annoyance with the general worthlessness 
of human beings. Though Swift aroused 
controversy, Gulliver’s Travels turned out 
to be surprisingly popular, and it remains 
a classic for readers of all ages.

did you know? 

Jonathan Swift . . .

• had learned to read by 
the time he was three.

• coined the term yahoo 
to refer to a boorish and 
ignorant person.

• left much of his fortune 
to go toward the 
building of a mental 
hospital.
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RI 5 Analyze and evaluate the 
effectiveness of the structure 
an author uses in his or her 
argument. RI 6 Determine an 
author’s point of view or purpose 
in a text in which the rhetoric is 
particularly effective. SL 1  Initiate 
and participate effectively in a 
range of collaborative discussions.



622 unit 3: the restoration and the 18th century

It is a melancholy object to those who walk through this great town1 or travel in 
the country, when they see the streets, the roads, and cabin doors, crowded with 
beggars of the female sex, followed by three, four, or six children, all in rags and 
importuning every passenger for an alms.2 These mothers, instead of being able to 
work for their honest livelihood, are forced to employ all their time in strolling to 
beg sustenance for their helpless infants, who, as they grow up, either turn thieves 
for want3 of work, or leave their dear native country to f ight for the Pretender4 in 
Spain, or sell themselves to the Barbadoes.5

I think it is agreed by all parties that this prodigious number of children in 
the arms, or on the backs, or at the heels of their mothers, and frequently of  their 
fathers, is in the present deplorable state of the kingdom a very great additional 
grievance; and therefore whoever could f ind out a fair, cheap, and easy method 
of making these children sound, useful members of the commonwealth would 
deserve so well of the public as to have his statue set up for a preserver of 
the nation. a

10

background By 1700, Ireland was so completely dominated by England that it 
seemed like a conquered territory.  The Catholic majority could not vote, hold public 
office, buy land, or receive an education.  The repressive policies reduced many Irish 
people to poverty.  When crops failed—as they did for several years during the 1720s—
many faced starvation.  Jonathan Swift, outraged by the injustice of England’s treatment 
of Ireland, penned “A Modest Proposal,” using ferocious satire to strike back at those 
who neglected Ireland’s poor.

for preventing the children of poor people in ireland 
from being a burden to their parents or country, 

and for making them beneficial to the public

Jonathan Swift

a
 

PROPOSITION 

AND SUPPORT

What problem does 
Swift identify in 
lines 1–15?

sustenance (sOsPtE-nEns) 

n. a means of support or 
nourishment

Analyze Visuals
 What impression does 
the engraving convey 
about the lives of poor 
people in the 18th 
century?  Cite details to 
support your answer.

Detail of Gin Lane (1700s), William Hogarth. 
Engraving. © Art Resource, New York.

 1. this great town: Dublin, Ireland.

 2. importuning (GmQpôr-tLnPGng) . . . alms (ämz ): begging from every passerby for a charitable handout.

 3. want: lack; need.

 4. Pretender: James Edward Stuart, who claimed the English throne, from which his now deceased father, 

James II, had been removed in 1688.  Because James II and his son were Roman Catholic, the common 

people of Ireland were loyal to them.

 5. sell . . . Barbadoes: To escape poverty, some Irish migrated to the West Indies, obtaining money for their 

passage by agreeing to work as slaves on plantations there for a set period. 
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But my intention is very far from being confined to provide only for the 
children of professed beggars; it is of a much greater extent, and shall take in the 
whole number of infants at a certain age who are born of parents in effect as little 
able to support them as those who demand our charity in the streets.

As to my own part, having turned my thoughts for many years upon this 
important subject, and maturely weighed the several schemes of other projectors,6

I have always found them grossly mistaken in their computation. It is true, a 
child just dropped from its dam7 may be supported by her milk for a solar year, 
with little other nourishment; at most not above the value of two shillings, which 
the mother may certainly get, or the value in scraps, by her lawful occupation of 
begging; and it is exactly at one year old that I propose to provide for them in 
such a manner as instead of being a charge upon their parents or the parish, or 
wanting food and raiment for the rest of their lives, they shall on the contrary 
contribute to the feeding, and partly to the clothing, of many thousands.

There is likewise another great advantage in my scheme, that it will prevent 
those voluntary abortions, and that horrid practice of women murdering their 
bastard children, alas, too frequent among us, sacrif icing the poor innocent babes, 
I doubt,8 more to avoid the expense than the shame, which would move tears and 
pity in the most savage and inhuman breast.

The number of souls in this kingdom being usually reckoned one million and a 
half, of these I calculate there may be about two hundred thousand couple whose 
wives are breeders; from which number I subtract thirty thousand couples who 
are able to maintain their own children, although I apprehend there cannot be so 
many under the present distresses of the kingdom; but this being granted, there will 
remain an hundred and seventy thousand breeders. I again subtract f ifty thousand 
for those women who miscarry, or whose children die by accident or disease 
within the year. There only remain an hundred and twenty thousand children of 
poor parents annually born. The question therefore is, how this number shall be 
reared and provided for, which, as I have already said, under the present situation 
of affairs, is utterly impossible by all the methods hitherto proposed. For we can 
neither employ them in handicraft or agriculture; we neither build houses (I mean 
in the country) nor cultivate land. They can very seldom pick up a livelihood by 
stealing till they arrive at six years old, except where they are of towardly parts;9

although I confess they learn the rudiments much earlier, during which time 
they can however be looked upon only as probationers, as I have been informed 
by a principal gentleman in the county of Cavan, who protested to me that he 
never knew above one or two instances under the age of six, even in a part of the 
kingdom so renowned for the quickest prof iciency in that art. b

I am assured by our merchants that a boy or girl before twelve years old is no 
salable commodity; and even when they come to this age they will not yield above 
three pounds, or three pounds and half a crown at most on the Exchange; which 
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rudiment (rLPdE-mEnt) 

n. a basic principle or 
element

b
 

SATIRE 

 Reread lines 43–53.  What 
social problem does Swift 
blame for the widespread 
thievery in Ireland? 

Language Coach

Synonyms Words with 
the same or almost 
the same meaning are 
synonyms.  Which word 
in line 36 is a synonym 
for reckon (present tense 
of reckoned, line 35)?

 6. projectors: persons who propose public projects or plans.

 7. dam (dBm): female parent. The term is used mostly for farm animals.

 8. doubt: suspect.

 9. are of towardly (tôrdPlC) parts: have a promising talent.
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cannot turn to account10 either to the parents or the kingdom, the charge of 
nutriment and rags having been at least four times that value.

I shall now therefore humbly propose my own thoughts, which I hope will not 
be liable to the least objection.

I have been assured by a very knowing American of my acquaintance in 
London, that a young healthy child well nursed is at a year old a most delicious, 
nourishing, and wholesome food, whether stewed, roasted, baked, or boiled; and I 
make no doubt that it will equally serve in a fricassee or a ragout.11

I do therefore humbly offer it to public consideration that of the hundred and 
twenty thousand children, already computed, twenty thousand may be reserved 
for breed,12 whereof only one fourth part to be males, which is more than we allow 
to sheep, black cattle, or swine; and my reason is that these children are seldom 
the fruits of marriage, a circumstance not much regarded by our savages, therefore 
one male will be suff icient to serve four females. That the remaining hundred 
thousand may at a year old be offered in sale to the persons of quality and fortune 
through the kingdom, always advising the mother to let them suck plentifully in 
the last month, so as to render them plump and fat for a good table. A child will 
make two dishes at an entertainment for friends; and when the family dines alone, 
the fore or hind quarter will make a reasonable dish, and seasoned with a little 
pepper or salt will be very good boiled on the fourth day, especially in winter. c

I have reckoned upon a medium that a child just born will weigh twelve 
pounds, and in a solar year if tolerably nursed increaseth to twenty-eight pounds.

I grant this food will be somewhat dear, and therefore very proper for landlords, 
who, as they have already devoured most of the parents, seem to have the best title 
to the children.

Infant’s f lesh will be in season throughout the year, but more plentiful in 
March, and a little before and after. For we are told by a grave author, an eminent 
French physician,13 that f ish being a prolif ic14 diet, there are more children born 
in Roman Catholic countries about nine months after Lent15 than at any other 
season; therefore, reckoning a year after Lent, the markets will be more glutted 
than usual, because the number of popish infants is at least three to one in this 
kingdom; and therefore it will have one other collateral advantage, by lessening 
the number of Papists16 among us.

I have already computed the charge of nursing a beggar’s child (in which list 
I reckon all cottagers, laborers, and four f ifths of the farmers), to be about two 
shillings per annum, rags included; and I believe no gentleman would repine to 
give ten shillings for the carcass of a good fat child, which, as I have said, will 
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collateral (kE-lBtPEr-El) 

adj. accompanying as a 
parallel or subordinate 
factor; related 

c
 

PROPOSITION 

AND SUPPORT

Reread lines 65–76. What 
is Swift’s proposal? 

 10. turn to account: earn a profit; benefit; prove useful.

 11. fricassee (frGkQE-sCP) . . . ragout (rB-gLP): types of meat stews.

 12. reserved for breed: kept for breeding (instead of being slaughtered).

 13. grave . . . physician: François Rabelais (rBbPE-lAQ), a 16th-century French satirist.

 14. prolific: promoting fertility.

 15. Lent: Catholics traditionally do not eat meat during Lent, the 40 days leading up to Easter, and instead 

eat a lot of fish.

 16. popish (pIPpGsh) . . . Papists: hostile or contemptuous terms referring to Roman Catholics.
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make four dishes of excellent nutritive meat, when he hath only some particular 
friend or his own family to dine with him. Thus the squire will learn to be a 
good landlord, and grow popular among the tenants; the mother will have eight 
shillings net prof it, and be f it for work till she produces another child.

Those who are more thrifty (as I must confess the times require) may f lay the 
carcass; the skin of which artif icially dressed will make admirable gloves for ladies, 
and summer boots for f ine gentlemen. d

As to our city of Dublin, shambles17 may be appointed for this purpose in the 
most convenient parts of it, and butchers we may be assured will not be wanting; 
although I rather recommend buying the children alive, and dressing them hot 
from the knife as we do roasting pigs.

A very worthy person, a true lover of his country, and whose virtues I highly 
esteem, was lately pleased in discoursing on this matter to offer a ref inement 
upon my scheme. He said that many gentlemen of this kingdom, having of late 
destroyed their deer, he conceived that the want of venison might be well supplied 
by the bodies of young lads and maidens, not exceeding fourteen years of age 
nor under twelve, so great a number of both sexes in every county being now 
ready to starve for want of work and service; and these to be disposed of by their 
parents, if alive, or otherwise by their nearest relations. But with due deference 
to so excellent a friend and so deserving a patriot, I cannot be altogether in his 
sentiments; for as to the males, my American acquaintance assured me from 
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deference (dDfPEr-Ens) n. 
a yielding or courteous 
regard toward the 
opinion, judgment, or 
wishes of others; respect

d
 

SATIRE

Understatement is 
an ironic device that 
creates emphasis by 
saying less than is 
expected or appropriate. 
In what way are lines 
98–100 an example of 
understatement? 

   17. shambles: slaughterhouses.
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frequent experience that their f lesh was generally tough and lean, like that of 
our schoolboys, by continual exercise, and their taste disagreeable; and to fatten 
them would not answer the charge. Then as to the females, it would, I think with 
humble submission, be a loss to the public, because they soon would become 
breeders themselves; and besides, it is not improbable that some scrupulous people 
might be apt to censure such a practice (although indeed very unjustly) as a little 
bordering upon cruelty; which, I confess, hath always been with me the strongest 
objection against any project, how well soever intended. e

But in order to justify my friend, he confessed that this expedient was put into 
his head by the famous Psalmanazar, a native of the island Formosa,18 who came 
from thence to London above twenty years ago, and in conversation told my 
friend that in his country when any young person happened to be put to death, 
the executioner sold the carcass to persons of quality as a prime dainty; and that 
in his time the body of a plump girl of f ifteen, who was crucif ied for an attempt 
to poison the emperor, was sold to his Imperial Majesty’s prime minister of state, 
and other great mandarins of the court, in joints from the gibbet,19 at four hundred 
crowns. Neither indeed can I deny that if the same use were made of several plump 
young girls in this town, who without one single groat20 to their fortunes cannot 
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expedient (Gk-spCPdC-Ent) 

n. something useful in 
achieving the desired 
effect; a convenience; an 
advantage

e
 

SATIRE 

What is ironic about 
Swift’s concern in lines 
117–122 regarding what 
“some scrupulous 
people” might think?

The Idle ’Prentice Executed at Tyburn, William Hogarth. Plate XI of Industry and Idleness, 1833. Engraving. 
© Guildhall Library, City of London/Bridgeman Art Library.

 18. Psalmanazar (sBlQmE-nBzPEr) . . . Formosa (fôr-mIPsE): a French imposter in London who called himself 

George Psalmanazar and pretended to be from Formosa (now Taiwan), where, he said, cannibalism was 

practiced.

 19. gibbet (jGbPGt): gallows.

 20. groat: an old British coin worth four pennies.
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stir abroad without a chair,21 and appear at the playhouse and assemblies in foreign 
f ineries which they never will pay for, the kingdom would not be the worse.

Some persons of a desponding spirit are in great concern about that vast number 
of poor people who are aged, diseased, or maimed, and I have been desired to 
employ my thoughts what course may be taken to ease the nation of so grievous 
an encumbrance. But I am not in the least pain upon that matter, because it is 
very well known that they are every day dying and rotting by cold and famine, 
and f ilth and vermin, as fast as can be reasonably expected. And as to the younger 
laborers, they are now in almost as hopeful a condition. They cannot get work, 
and consequently pine away for want of nourishment to a degree that if at any 
time they are accidentally hired to common labor, they have not strength to 
perform it; and thus the country and themselves are happily delivered from the 
evils to come.

I have too long digressed, and therefore shall return to my subject. I think the 
advantages by the proposal which I have made are obvious and many, as well as of 
the highest importance.

For f irst, as I have already observed, it would greatly lessen the number of 
Papists, with whom we are yearly overrun, being the principal breeders of the 
nation as well as our most dangerous enemies; and who stay at home on purpose 
to deliver the kingdom to the Pretender, hoping to take their advantage by 
the absence of so many good Protestants, who have chosen rather to leave their 
country than stay at home and pay tithes against their conscience to an 
Episcopal curate.22

Secondly, the poorer tenants will have something valuable of their own, which 
by law may be made liable to distress,23 and help to pay their landlord’s rent, their 
corn and cattle being already seized and money a thing unknown.

Thirdly, whereas the maintenance of an hundred thousand children, from two 
years old and upwards, cannot be computed at less than ten shillings a piece per 
annum, the nation’s stock will be thereby increased f ifty thousand pounds per 
annum, besides the prof it of a new dish introduced to the tables of all gentlemen 
of fortune in the kingdom who have any ref inement in taste. And the money 
will circulate among ourselves, the goods being entirely of our own growth and 
manufacture. f

Fourthly, the constant breeders, besides the gain of eight shillings sterling per 
annum by the sale of their children, will be rid of the charge of maintaining them 
after the f irst year.

Fifthly, this food would likewise bring great custom to taverns, where the 
vintners will certainly be so prudent as to procure the best receipts24 for dressing 
it to perfection, and consequently have their houses frequented by all the f ine 
gentlemen, who justly value themselves upon their knowledge in good eating; and 
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PROPOSITION AND 

SUPPORT

Why does Swift supply 
these cost and profit 
calculations?

encumbrance 

(Dn-kOmPbrEns) n. 
a burden

famine (fBmPGn) n. a 
period in which there 
is a severe shortage 
of food

 21. cannot stir . . . chair: cannot go outside without using an enclosed chair carried on poles by two men.

 22. Protestants . . . curate (kyMrPGt): Swift is criticizing absentee Anglo-Irish landowners who lived—and 

spent their income from their property—in England. 

 23. distress: seizure of a person’s property for the payment of debts.

 24. receipts: recipes.
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a skillful cook, who understands how to oblige his guests, will contrive to make it 
as expensive as they please.

Sixthly, this would be a great inducement to marriage, which all wise nations have 
either encouraged by rewards or enforced by laws and penalties. It would increase 
the care and tenderness of mothers toward their children, when they were sure of a 
settlement for life to the poor babes, provided in some sort by the public, to their 
annual prof it instead of expense. We should see an honest emulation among the 
married women, which of them could bring the fattest child to the market. Men 
would become as fond of their wives during the time of their pregnancy as they 
are now of their mares in foal, their cows in calf, or sows when they are ready to 
farrow; nor offer to beat or kick them (as is too frequent a practice) for fear of a 
miscarriage. g

Many other advantages might be enumerated. For instance, the addition of 
some thousand carcasses in our exportation of barreled beef, the propagation of 
swine’s f lesh, and improvement in the art of making good bacon, so much wanted 
among us by the great destruction of pigs, too frequent at our tables, which are 
no way comparable in taste or magnif icence to a well-grown, fat, yearling child, 
which roasted whole will make a considerable f igure at a lord mayor’s feast or 
any other public entertainment. But this and many others I omit, being studious 
of brevity. h

Supposing that one thousand families in this city would be constant customers 
for infants’ f lesh, besides others who might have it at merry meetings, particularly 
weddings and christenings, I compute that Dublin would take off annually about 
twenty thousand carcasses, and the rest of the kingdom (where probably they will 
be sold somewhat cheaper) the remaining eighty thousand.

I can think of no one objection that will possibly be raised against this proposal, 
unless it should be urged that the number of people will be thereby much lessened 
in the kingdom. This I freely own, and it was indeed one principal design in 
offering it to the world. I desire the reader will observe, that I calculate my remedy 
for this one individual kingdom of Ireland and for no other that ever was, is, or I 
think ever can be upon earth. Therefore let no man talk to me of other expedients: 
of taxing our absentees at f ive shillings a pound: of using neither clothes nor 
household furniture except what is of our own growth and manufacture: of 
utterly rejecting the materials and instruments that promote foreign luxury: of 
curing the expensiveness of pride, vanity, idleness, and gaming in our women: 
of introducing a vein of parsimony,25 prudence, and temperance: of learning 
to love our country, in the want of which we differ even from Laplanders and 
the inhabitants of Topinamboo:26 of quitting our animosities and factions, nor 
acting any longer like the Jews, who were murdering one another at the very 
moment their city was taken:27 of being a little cautious not to sell our country 
and conscience for nothing: of teaching landlords to have at least one degree of 
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GRAMMAR AND STYLE

Reread  lines 185–191.  
Notice that Swift uses 
nouns such as carcasses 
and flesh to emphasize the 
dehumanization of the 
Irish by the English.

g
 

PROPOSITION 

AND SUPPORT

 According to Swift in 
lines 175–184, how 
would his proposal 
improve family life? 

propagation 

(prJpQE-gAPshEn) n. the 
act of reproducing, 
multiplying, or increasing

 25. parsimony (pärPsE-mIQnC): frugality; thrift.

 26. Topinamboo (tJpQG-nBmPbL): an area in Brazil supposedly inhabited by wild savages.

 27. Jews . . . taken: In A.D. 70, during a Jewish revolt against Roman rule, the inhabitants of Jerusalem, by 

fighting among themselves, made it easier for the Romans to capture the city.
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mercy toward their tenants: lastly, of putting a spirit of honesty, industry, and skill 
into our shopkeepers; who, if a resolution could now be taken to buy only our 
native goods, would immediately unite to cheat and exact upon us in the price, 
the measure, and the goodness, nor could ever yet be brought to make one fair 
proposal of just dealing, though often and earnestly invited to it. i

Therefore I repeat, let no man talk to me of these and the like expedients,28 
till he hath at least some glimpse of hope that there will ever be some hearty and 
sincere attempt to put them in practice.

But as to myself, having been wearied out for many years with offering vain, 
idle, visionary thoughts, and at length utterly despairing of success, I fortunately 
fell upon this proposal, which, as it is wholly new, so it hath something solid 
and real, of no expense and little trouble, full in our own power, and whereby 
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PROPOSITION 

AND SUPPORT

Reread lines 198–203.  
What attitude toward 
the Irish does Swift 
reveal in refuting this 
opposing view? 

Detail of Gin Lane (1700s), William Hogarth. Engraving. © Art Resource, New York.

 28. let no man . . . expedients: In his writings, Swift had suggested “other expedients” without success.
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we can incur no danger in disobliging England. For this kind of commodity will 
not bear exportation, the f lesh being of too tender a consistence to admit a long 
continuance in salt, although perhaps I could name a country which would be 
glad to eat up our whole nation without it.

After all, I am not so violently bent upon my own opinion as to reject any offer 
proposed by wise men, which shall be found equally innocent, cheap, easy, and 
effectual. But before something of that kind shall be advanced in contradiction 
to my scheme, and offering a better, I desire the author or authors will be pleased 
maturely to consider two points. First, as things now stand, how they will be able 
to f ind food and raiment for an hundred thousand useless mouths and backs. And 
secondly, there being a round million of creatures in human f igure throughout 
this kingdom, whose sole subsistence put into a common stock29 would leave 
them in debt two millions of pounds sterling, adding those who are beggars 
by profession to the bulk of farmers, cottagers, and laborers, with their wives 
and children who are beggars in effect; I desire those politicians who dislike my 
overture, and may perhaps be so bold to attempt an answer, that they will f irst ask 
the parents of these mortals whether they would not at this day think it a great 
happiness to have been sold for food at a year old in the manner I prescribe, and 
thereby have avoided such a perpetual scene of misfortunes as they have since gone 
through by the oppression of landlords, the impossibility of paying rent without 
money or trade, the want of common sustenance, with neither house nor clothes 
to cover them from the inclemencies of the weather, and the most inevitable 
prospect of entailing the like or greater miseries upon their breed forever. j

I profess, in the sincerity of my heart, that I have not the least personal interest 
in endeavoring to promote this necessary work, having no other motive than the 
public good of my country, by advancing our trade, providing for infants, relieving 
the poor, and giving some pleasure to the rich. I have no children by which I can 
propose to get a single penny; the youngest being nine years old, and my wife 
past childbearing. �
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SATIRE

Swift employs biting 
sarcasm, or a mocking and 
ironic tone, in the final 
defense of his proposal.  
Sarcasm is a common 
feature in Juvenalian 
satire (page 609), which 
is noted for its harsh 
and unforgiving tone, 
and “A Modest Proposal” 
is a classic of this type 
of satire.  What words 
sarcastically mock Swift’s 
supposed critics? What 
do you think is Swift’s real 
opinion of his critics?

Language Coach

Synonyms Effectual is 
a synonym of effective 
and efficient.  All three 
mean “having an effect.”  
Effectual applies to things 
and refers to hypothetical 
situations.  Effective 
applies to actual results.  
Efficient implies minimum 
cost and effort.  Could 
Swift’s proposal be called 
effective or efficient?

 29. common stock: ordinary stock in a company or business venture.



Great Famine

Tim Pat Coogan points the finger of blame for the Great Famine at

ministers in Lord Russell's government, which came to power in

1846, and sees echoes of the disaster in the Republic's current economic plight.

Ireland's Path
to Desolation

Going nowhere: famine road in the Caher Valley of the Burren, County Clare, Connacht.
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T
^ he Great Famine was the worst thing

that ever happened to Ireland. Under-
standably, therefore, in Irish folk
memory the catastrophe is viewed in
sharply contrasting terms by every
shade of opinion, ranging from those

who think it was an English precursor to the Holo-
caust to those aftlicted by colonial cringe who would
argue that it was merely a 19th-century variant of the
Scarsdale diet. The distinguished Irish-American
historian Denis Clark (1927-93) said of the Great
Famine:

The dimensions of the calamity can hardly be delineated

by simple statistics. England had presided over an

epochal disaster too monstrous and too impersonal to be

a mere product of individual ill-will or the fiendish

outcome of a well-planned conspiracy. It was something

worse; the cumulative antagonism and corruption of the

English ruling class was visited with crushing intensity

on a long- enfeebled foe. It was as close to genocide as

colonialism would come in the 19th century.

It did not nearly come close to genocide, it was geno-
cide. The Famine meets the criteria laid down by the
UN Convention. But it was visited on Ireland not, as
Clark argues, as the result of cumulative antagonism
by Britain's ruling class, nor by the wish of a majority
of the people of England, but by a section of the Whig
government of the period.

The failure of the potato crop between 1845 and
1851 was used by some of the most influential Cabinet
ministers, including Viscount Paknerston, to carry out
ethnic cleansing in order to reduce uneconomic over-
population on their vast Irish estates and to concen-
trate instead on profitable cattle rearing. In this savage
endeavour they made use of support from opinion
within the Anglican Church, which, led by The Times,

seized upon the Famine as evidence that the potato
blight was divine Providence, demonstrating God's
disapproved of Catholic Emancipation, and the fact
that an increased grant had been given by the Peel
government to Saint Patrick's College, the major
Catholic seminary at Maynooth.
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While the attitudes indicated by Clark did
permeate much of the Whig and Anglican establish-
ment they were not the sum total of English political
opinion. Robert Peel, the Conservative prime
minister who was ousted by Lord Russell in June
1846, took a more humane view of relief On his
watch famine was staved off and he fought a great
parliamentary battle to dismantle the Corn Laws,
whose tariffs kept out cheap foreign wheat, benefiting
the squires but raising bread prices.

Unfortunately the dismantling process took three
years to complete and party discipline was so weak-
ened by the upheaval over the Com Laws that Russell's
fitful outbursts of humanity remained ineffective
throughout the crisis compared with the views of the
Chancellor of the Exchequer, Charles Wood. His Irish
policy was dictated by the brilliant but sinister civil
servant Charles Trevelyan ( 1807-86), who viewed
Ireland with a diseased clarity of vision that was
suffused around the edges with an admixture of racial
and religious prejudice.

With the assistance of John DeHane, editor of The

Times, which declared hopefully that a time was
coming when 'a Celt will soon be as rare on the banks
of the Shannon as the red man on the banks of
Manhattan', the Cabinet cabal was able to lead British
public opinion into acceptance of the fact that what
people saw happening in Ireland was the fault of a lazy,
feckless population receiving God's just punishment.
It was a view that the famine-fleeing hordes of ragged,
starving, often fever-ridden Irish beggars clogging the
slums and the streets of Liverpool, London,
Manchester and the Scottish cities, helped to substan-
tiate rather than discredit.

'T'the Famine had profound effects on both Ireland
X and England. One of the most significant turning

points in Anglo-Irish relationships was Tony Blair's
starting of his Northern Ireland peace initiative by
apologising for the Eamine, though some critics
thought it partial. The note Blair struck found a reso-
nance in a suspicious IRA, which eventually began to
accept that it could put its trust in him. On the other
hand, in the US the huge Irish diaspora descended
from Eamine-fuelled emigration, through the
Kennedys and the Clinton White House, was able to
counter the traditional spheres of influence of the
British Establishment the State Department and the
Department of Justice, as well as the close relationship
between the CIA and MI6, which Unionists and
Conservatives had been able to rely on to counter the
aspirations of Irish nationalism.

As the Queen's visit to Ireland in 2011 helped to
underline, the peace process has not only saved lives -
an ironic outcome in view of the scale of Famine
deaths - but placed Anglo-Irish relationships on a
new and better footing. It is not an outcome one
could have foreseen in 1979, when the IRA blew up
the Queen's uncle. Lord Mountbatten, citing the
Eamine as justification.

Hitherto there has been little clarity or discussion
on the reasons for such hatred. As with other genocides,
there was a guilty silence on the part of survivors.

By the time
the potato
blight struck
in August
1845 the
energetic, the
skilled and
the ambitious
had flowed
out of Ireland.

who felt that they should not have survived while
others died. Moreover there was more well-founded
guilt caused by the fact that some Catholic Irish did
well out of the Famine at their neighbours' expense.
All these themes could have been disentangled long
before now had Irish academic historians been able
to face up to the reality of describing just what
happened and why.

There were many reasons for this. Eirst, most Irish
historians received their training in English universi-
ties and, with an eye to future advancement, speedily
learnt the art of sifting the trauma out of their
country's history. Second, laziness and inefficiency,
both of which explain how what was intended as a
major volume to commemorate the Famine's cente-
nary in 1945 came down to a collection of seven
essays, taking 13 years to produce.

This collection. The Great Famine, which some
Irish historians have termed a 'great work' and a
template for all subsequent scholarship, only saw the
light of day because one of the volume's contributors,
Kevin B. Nolawn, took it on himself to buUy and
badger contributors, ferret out articles where they had
been left lying on shelves and finally wrote the book's
introduction himself

As time progressed a more energetic generation of
historians took over from the port and sirloin brigade.
The conflict in Northern Ireland had among its many
unwelcome results the fact that Irish history became
part of the psy-war. In this arena the IRA sought to
derive, and their opponents to prevent, ideological aid
and comfort from the past.

Once again the Famine was relegated to the
historical backburner, to an extent that a number of
people in both Ireland and England initially
wondered what Tony Blair was on about in his
apology Indignant academics shufQed into television
studios to deplore a tendency to apologise for things
in the past that had no bearing on the present and
were nobody's fault to begin with.

Major Irish-American historians, such as James
Donnelly or Kirby Miller, soared above such fawning,
as did an English woman whose work shines through
the ages, Cecil Woodham- Smith. But in the groves of
academe on both sides of the Irish Sea cap-touching
was the favoured indoor sport.

Before examining culpability, let us remind
ourselves of the impact of the'Great Hunger'. It

can be guessed at by looking at famines such as that
which occurred in Darfur at the end of the 20th
century, claiming the lives of a quarter of a million
people. Dreadful as this was, it occurred in a popula-
tion of 19 million.

At the time the Eamine began in Ireland, the
population was tending towards nine million, the
official statistics put this figure nearer to eight million
but statistics about the Eamine can not be trusted.
The general assumption until relatively recently was
that between the census of 1841 and that of 1851 the
Irish population fell by some two million. Deaths
directly attributable to the Famine accounted for
approximately one million and emigration for the rest.
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One of the most respected authorities on the Famine,
Joel Mokyr, has calculated that because of averted
births (that is, births which did not take place as a
result of famine), because whole families died and
because there was no one left to record their passing,
as many as one million more died than official
accounts suggest.

Official Famine figures have to be treated with
caution. In 1848 Trevelyan published a book. The Irish

Crisis, justifying his handiwork, claiming that the
Famine had ended that year. In fact it had three more
deadly years to run. One also has to take into account
factors such as the completely inadequate Irish road
system of the time. Some of the worst Famine-hit
areas, the province of Connacht in the West of Ireland,
for example, were so deficient in roads and harbours
that such relief as there was could not be brought to
the starving, who died in dwellings that were no more
than caves cut into the bog. Official British govern-
ment policy was directly responsible for the dire state
of rural Ireland, which did not encourage the compila-
tion of damaging and damning statistics.

Before the Great Famine several smaller famines
had occurred and 'Irish distress' was a staple of parlia-
mentary committees. The horrific poverty of the peas-
antry was well known but no action was taken.
Speaking on the eve of the Famine Lord Grey said:
'Ireland is our disgrace. It is the reproach, the standing
disgrace, of this country that Ireland remains in the
condition she is. It is so regarded throughout the
whole civilised world.'

The reality of which Grey spoke was one in which
some two thirds of the population lived in mud huts
or gerry-built cabins from which smoke escaped
through a hole in the roof, had no windows and only
one door. Almost three million people lived on scraps
of land rented either directly from landlords, via their
agents, or from 'middlemen' who took large sections of
land fi-om landlords and then rented them out in tiny
and expensive plots from which life could only be
sustained by means of a single crop, the potato.

In Dublin society settled into decadence as best it
could. Social life revolved around the country's admin-
istrative centre, Dublin Castle, while real power resided
in London, where the divided and largely impotent
Irish parties - amounting to less than a fifth of the
House of Commons - made little or no impact on
events. By the time the potato blight struck in August
1845 the energetic, the skilled and the ambitious had
flowed out of Ireland either to 'the mainland' or to the
colonies, Canada and the US.

The 1798 Rebellion had provided the pretext for
the obliteration of the Irish parliament and the
subsuming of Ireland into the union as a full partner,
supposedly, of Scotland and Wales. However when
famine struck the partnership dissolved in fact though
not in name and the political slogan became 'Irish
property must pay for Irish poverty'.

Rent evictions soared. 'Natural causes' decreed that,
if you turned a half-naked family out on the side of a
road in a January sleet storm, granny and the weaker
children would die relatively quickly, particularly if they
received no food, and the mother, father and the rest of

Frontispiece illustration

from Narrative of a Journey

from Oxford to Skibbereen

during the year of the Irish

Famine, written in 1847 by

Lord Dufferin and G.F.Boyle

to raise relief funds.

tlie laiiiily could be expected to follow at a decent
interval. When dismay was registered at Cabinet at the
news fi'om Ireland, Palmerston is on record as saying
bluntly that everyone knew that the Irish land situation
could never be rectified until the surplus population
was got rid of The Cabinet's reaction was to shudder
and turn to otlier business. Fellow Irish estate-owning
ministers. Lords Clanrickard and Lansdowne, did not
merely rely on 'natural causes', they shooed tenants off
their estates by the thousand into 'coffin ships', which
disgorged those who survived the Atlantic crossing into
the slums and snows of North America.

When Peel was ousted by the Whigs after a parlia-
mentary ambush engineered by Disraeli on an Irish
Coercion Bill, the administration of Irish relief passed
into Trevelyan's hands. Trevelyan was a Whig and his
relationships with Peel had broken down after he
published in 1848 in the Morning Chronicle a lengthy
article reeking of anti-Irish prejudice.

Trevelyan suggested (and Woods presided over) a
relief programme that depended on a completely inad-
equate supply of workhouses and of roadworks. The
roads led nowhere, fi-equently tore up existing paths
and employed starving men and women to build them
in appalling conditions. Payment was made on
completion of set tasks and, when thick snow and ice
made roadworks impossible, people simply died a little
quicker than they had already on the scheme's inade-
quate wages. Other more humane relief measures, such
as soup kitchens and food depots, were terminated.

Trevelyan and Woods were not merely inspired by
haughty Protestantism and a distaste for the Irish but
reinforced their policies with the teaching of Malthus
and other political economists, who saw the Irish peas-
antry as a constant threat to English prosperity and
pride. Squalid, starving Ireland was made to contrast
the ills of Popery with the achievements of innovative,
bustling Victorian Fngland.

A modicum of solace could derive from the story of
the Famine if it could be believed, as Blair did, that
lessons were learned. But were they? This melancholy
tale stirs unease for contemporary Ireland, bent to the
lash of today's political economists as she struggles to
pay oft the demands of the European Central Bank
and the International Monetary Fund.

Tim Pat Coogan is the author of The Famine Plot: England's Role in

Ireland'sGreatestTragedy {Pa\gTa\ieMacm\\\an,20U).
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