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AP US HISTORY SUMMER ASSIGNMENT

Why a summer assignment?

Over the course of the year we have to study from the formation of the North American Continent all the
way through the 2008 election. The summer assignment serves to give you an idea of the level of work
which will be expected throughout the course of the year. It also allows for us to cover more material in
class. Although we will briefly review these chapters, we will begin our study of American history with
the Revolutionary War.

Goals

To Demonstrate the Following:

● Your ability to follow detailed directions
● Your ability to synthesize information from a college level text
● Your skill in constructing an argument from primary sources with appropriate citations and

formatting

Materials Needed:

● Online Text: The American Yawp (Chapters 1-4)

● Spiral Bound Notebook

Contact Information

Each student will submit their work through Canvas over the course of the summer. All work must be
handwritten. You will submit by scanning your work with the Docscan App and uploading it to the
assignment tab on canvas. Your name must be written at the top of each page. Failure to follow these
instructions will result in a zero for the assignment.

Copying answers from classmates will result in a zero for the assignment and a serious assessment of
whether you belong in an AP Class.

In addition, I will be available through email and Canvas Zoom sessions throughout the summer if you
have any questions regarding the reading, assignments, directions, etc. Do not hesitate to contact me
with any questions you may have. Communication is an absolute necessity in an AP Class.

DO NOT PROCRASTINATE!! THESE ASSIGNMENTS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED LATE!

mailto:cslentz@cmhs-sarasota.org
https://www.americanyawp.com/


ASSIGNMENT #1: Notes
(20 points for each chapter= 80 points)

Follow the instructions for each of the first four chapters of the online text

1. In your notebook, you will take detailed notes on the each chapter
a. Notes should not be a work for word re-write of what’s in the text
b. Everything written in your notes should be put in your own words
c. A good strategy is to read a paragraph, then try to summarize that paragraph in your

own words in your notes

2. Be prepared to be assessed on your understanding of these four chapters when we return in the
Fall.

ASSIGNMENT 1 WILL BE DUE ON CANVAS ON THE FOLLOWING DUE DATES. LATE ASSIGNMENTS WILL
NOT BE ACCEPTED. IF YOU WILL BE TRAVELING, GET THEM DONE EARLY. A LACK OF INTERNET ACCESS
IS NEVER AN EXCUSE

CHAPTER 1 DUE BY MIDNIGHT ON 6/26/2022
CHAPTER 2 DUE BY MIDNIGHT ON  7/10/2022
CHAPTER 3 DUE BY MIDNIGHT ON 7/24/2022
CHAPTER 4 DUE BY MIDNIGHT ON 8/7/2022

Assignment 2: Document-Based Question (DBQ) 80 points

On the Summer APUSH Canvas page, there will be a lecture video in which Mr. Slentz will go over the
basics of how to write a DBQ Essay. In early July, there will be a group zoom call where we will go over
the rubric and strategies for how to write this essay. Following this meeting (time will be communicated
to you) you will be given your first DBQ to be completed through Canvas (there will be a time limit).  This
is truly your first opportunity to demonstrate if your writing is at an AP Level.


