
Summer Reading Assignment  2022  -    AP English Language and Composition 
Text: The Crucible by Arthur Miller 

Welcome to AP English Language and Composition! 

 If you are looking for a challenging and thought-provoking course that will enable you to understand complex texts and write 

thoughtful compositions, you have come to the right place.  We are passionate about the coursework, and we hope that enthusiasm will 

rub off on you. As we spend our summer preparing for next year, we are requiring that you spend some time preparing for next year as 

well.  Summer work is not something we assign to take the fun out of your summer.  Rather, summer work serves two purposes.  First 

of all, summer work allows the mind to stay sharp so that no time is lost at the beginning of the school year remembering the skills you 

have forgotten from last year.  In addition, summer work prepares you with background information on topics to be covered during 

your junior year.  In essence, you are maintaining the skills you already have while you prepare for the future.  

All four assignments have different due dates: Two are due over the summer, and two are due after our return to school. Please pay 
attention to our due dates so they will not be late with a penalty.  

                                                                      How to Make a Good First Impression: 

 Do your own work!  Plagiarism is strictly prohibited! If you copy from another student or from the computer, you will not receive 
any credit. Your assignments go through Turnitin.com within Canvas to check for originality.

 Type All Work Neatly!  Type your work using Times New Roman size 12.

o When typing…Save as a PDF!  Always save your work. Save your work to either a flash drive or your Google 

Docs account. Create an AP English Language folder on your iPad desktop, and save all of your assignments there.

 Be creative and correct! Not only will I be looking at your analysis of the reading, but I will also be assessing your writing 

ability.  Proofread what you type, and use grammar check / spell check carefully.

Good luck and see you in August!  

Mrs. Hart  

If you have questions, please email khart@cmhs-sarasota.org 

Assignment # Assignment Due Dates to Canvas 
ASSIGNMENT #1: Character list: Characterization and Motivation 

ASSIGNMENT #2: Act I-IV Journals 

ASSIGNMENT #3: Study Guide Questions 

ASSIGNMENT #4: Theme and Symbol Poster 

Background: The Crucible—Context of the play 

Early in the year 1692, in the small Massachusetts village of Salem, a collection of girls fell ill, falling victim to hallucinations and seizures. In 

extremely religious Puritan New England, frightening or surprising occurrences were often attributed to the devil or his cohorts. The unfathomable sickness 

spurred fears of witchcraft, and it was not long before the girls, and then many other residents of Salem, began to accuse other villagers of consorting with 

devils and casting spells. Old grudges and jealousies spilled out into the open, fueling the atmosphere of hysteria. The Massachusetts government and 

judicial system, heavily influenced by religion, rolled into action. Within a few weeks, dozens of people were in jail on charges of witchcraft. By the time the 

fever had run its course, in late August 1692, nineteen people (and two dogs) had been convicted and hanged for witchcraft.  

More than two centuries later, Arthur Miller was born in New York City on October 17, 1915. His career as a playwright began while he was a 

student at the University of Michigan. Several of his early works won prizes, and during his senior year, the Federal Theatre Project in Detroit performed one 

of his works. He produced his first great success, All My Sons, in 1947. Two years later, in 1949, Miller wrote Death of a Salesman, which won the Pulitzer 

Prize and transformed Miller into a national sensation. Many critics described Death of a Salesman as the first great American tragedy, and Miller gained an 

associated eminence as a man who understood the deep essence of the United States. 

Drawing on research on the witch trials he had conducted while an undergraduate, Miller composed The Crucible in the early 1950s. Miller wrote 

the play during the brief ascendancy of Senator Joseph McCarthy, a demagogue whose vitriolic anti-Communism proved the spark needed to propel the 

United States into a dramatic and fractious anti-Communist fervor during these first tense years of the Cold War with the Soviet Union. Led by McCarthy, 

special congressional committees conducted highly controversial investigations intended to root out Communist sympathizers in the United States. As with 

the alleged witches of Salem, suspected Communists were encouraged to confess and to identify other Red sympathizers as means of escaping punishment. 

The policy resulted in a whirlwind of accusations. As people began to realize that they might be condemned as Communists regardless of their innocence, 

many "cooperated," attempting to save themselves through false confessions, creating the image that the United States was overrun with Communists and 

perpetuating the hysteria. The liberal entertainment industry, in which Miller worked, was one of the chief targets of these "witch hunts," as their opponents 
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termed them. Some cooperated; others, like Miller, refused to give in to questioning. Those who were revealed, falsely or legitimately, as Communists, and 

those who refused to incriminate their friends, saw their careers suffer, as they were blacklisted from potential jobs for many years afterward. 

At the time of its first performance, in January of 1953, critics and cast alike perceived The Crucible as a direct attack on McCarthyism (the 

policy of sniffing out Communists). Its comparatively short run, compared with those of Miller's other works, was blamed on anti-Communist fervor. When 

Julius and Ethel Rosenberg were accused of spying for the Soviets and executed, the cast and audience of Miller's play observed a moment of silence. Still, 

there are difficulties with interpreting The Crucible as a strict allegorical treatment of 1950s McCarthyism. For one thing, there were NO actual witches or 

devil-worshipers in Salem. However, there were certainly Communists in 1950s America, and many of those who were lionized as victims of McCarthyism 

at the time, such as the Rosenbergs and Alger Hiss (a former State Department official), were later found to have been paid by the Soviet Union. They were 

often less innocent than the victims of the Salem witch trials, like the stalwart Rebecca Nurse or the tragic John Proctor. 

If Miller took unknowing liberties with the facts of his own era, he also played a bit with the historical record. The general outline of events in 

The Crucible corresponds to what happened in Salem of 1692, but Miller's characters are often composites. Furthermore, his central plot device—the 

affair between Abigail Williams and John Proctor—has no grounding in fact (Proctor was over sixty at the time of the trials, while Abigail was only 

eleven). Thus, Miller's decision to set jealousy at the root of the hysteria constitutes a dramatic contrivance: it never happened in reality.

In an odd way, then, The Crucible is best read outside its historical context—not as a perfect allegory for anti-Communism, or as a faithful 

account of the Salem trials, but as a powerful and timeless depiction of how intolerance and hysteria can intersect and tear a community apart. In John 

Proctor, Miller gives the reader a marvelous tragic hero for any time—a flawed figure who finds his moral center just as everything is falling to pieces 

around him. 

ASSIGNMENT #1: 

ANALYZING CHARACTERIZATION AND MOTIVATION IN THE CRUCIBLE  

DIRECTIONS. As you read The Crucible use the following chart as a tool to help you analyze these 18 characters in the play. Be sure to write 
a detailed description for each character (Consider appearance, personality, relationship to play/characters, and important plot events) and 
provide a thorough analysis of what is motivating his or her actions in the play.  Students may set up a character chart using the sample 

below for each listed character. 

• Abigail Williams

• John Proctor 

• Elizabeth Proctor 

• Reverend Parris 

• Betty Parris 

• Deputy Governor Danforth 

• Mary Warren 

• Reverend John Hale 

• Giles Corey 

• Martha Corey 

• Tituba 

• Mercy Lewis 

• Thomas Putnam 

• Mrs. Ann Putnam 

• Rebecca Nurse 

• Francis Nurse 

• Ezekiel Cheever 

• Judge Hawthorne 

CHARACTER NAME 
PAGE NUMBER 
INTRODUCED 

DESCRIPTION AND ANALYSIS OF CHARACTER 

ABIGAIL PAGE # ______ 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION: WHAT ARE SOME ADJECTIVES TO DESCRIBE THIS CHARACTER? 

___________________________________________________ 
MOTIVATION ANALYSIS: WHAT OR WHO MOTIVATES THIS CHARACTER? 

ASSIGNMENT #2: 

Khart
Highlight
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The Crucible Journals 

Directions: AP English language is a topic - based class, and often students are required to reflect on a topic and how it 

may apply to them personally and/or in today's society. Students are expected to journal for each act of the play. Please 

choose one prompt per act to respond to and circle the prompt selection on this worksheet.  Students should word process 
these assignments( 1 journal x 4 Acts= 4 journals) 

The Crucible Journals—Act I 

Choose one of the following prompts. Your response should be at least a half of a page. 

Write about a time when: 

• You thought you might be in trouble and you lied in order to avoid it 

• You were among a group of people who had trouble getting along 

• Your emotions prevented you from making a good choice/decision 

• You made a bad choice that you wish you could go back and change 

• You made a good choice that played a role in who you are today 

The Crucible Journals—Act II 

Choose one of the following prompts. 

Write about a time when: 

• You or someone you know was judged unfairly.

• You asked to be forgiven for a wrong you'd done but weren't.

• Jealously (your own or someone else's) caused a problem for you.

• Honesty (yours or someone else's) played a role in a conflict in your life.

• Your emotions in a particular situation clouded your judgment. 

The Crucible Journals—Act III 

Choose one of the following prompts. 

Write about a time when: 

• You (or someone you observed) was on a “power trip” and you did not like it. 

• You were frustrated by the blatant lies someone was telling and everyone was believing.

• You sacrificed a principle that is important to you for a person that is important to you.

• You (or someone you know) was asked to “name names” or implicate others in a problematic situation. 

The Crucible Journals—Act IV 

Choose one of the following prompts. 
Write about a time when: 

• You pretended to be something or someone you are not.

• You became totally disillusioned with someone or something that you believed in..

• You were afraid to admit you were wrong.

• You gave up something or someone important to you for a principle.

ASSIGNMENT #3: Study Guide:  20 Total Questions - See directions below 
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Study Guide Questions: Students are to select 5 questions to respond to for each Act of the play.  Students must write the questions 

along with the response (5 questions x 4 Acts = 20 questions total) 

Act One 

1. Why would Miller include the note on historical accuracy?

2. What is wrong with Betty?

3. Rev. Parris is worried that Abigail's actions have jeopardized something important-What is jeopardized?

4. What does the conversation between Abigail, Mercy Lewis, Mary Warren, and Betty reveal about their recent activities?

5. What will Abigail bring to those who breathe a word of the truth?

6. What event transpired between Abigail and John Proctor prior to the beginning of Act One?

7. What does Abigail say about Elizabeth Proctor? How might this affect the outcome of the play?

8. Why didn't the Putnams like the Nurses?

9. Give two examples that Proctor, Putnam, and Corey give for why Parris is an ineffective minister.

10. What is the Putnam's grievance over land? What significance might this have?

11. How and by whom are the other villagers accused of witchcraft? What is the motivation of the girls' accusations? How many

people are accused on the last page of act one?

Act Two 

1. What is the significance of the scene between Elizabeth and John Proctor? What does it reveal about their relationship and about

their characters?

2. Explain Elizabeth's statement: "John, if it were not Abigail that you must go to hurt, would you falter now? I think not?" and

explain John's response.

3. What is the gift Mary Warren gives to Elizabeth?

4. How many had been arrested for witchcraft at this point?

5. Mary Warren tells Proctor that those accused will not hang if they do something-what is it that they must do?

6. Explain why Mary Warren thinks Elizabeth should speak civilly to her?

7. What does Proctor tell Hale about why the children were ill? How does he claim to know?

8. What event begins to change Hale's opinion about the arrests? How does he feel about the court?

9. Who do you think accused Elizabeth and why?

10. Which of the Ten Commandments does Proctor forget?

11. What does Proctor want Mary Warren to do after Elizabeth is arrested? What is her response to this?

12. What do we learn about Mary Warren's motives at the end of the act? Why did she give the poppet to Elizabeth?

Act Three 

13. What does Mary Warren tell Judge Danforth?

14. What is the significance of Proctor plowing on Sunday?

15. What arrangement does Danforth make for Elizabeth regarding the date of her hanging?

16. Danforth assumes Proctor would drop his fight once Elizabeth's arrangement is made; why does Proctor refuse to back down?

17. What document does Proctor present to Danforth, and what does the document say?

18. How many people have signed the document?

19. What does Danforth do to those who signed the document presented by Proctor?

20. Explain the statement made by Danforth: "a person is either with this court or he or she must be counted against it, there be no

road between." Is this true?

21. What is meant by Proctor's statement "Do that which is good, and no harm shall come to thee."

22. Does Mary Warren actually admit that she lied even when she knew innocent people would hang by her evidence?

23. What secret does John openly admit to Danforth?

Act Four 

24. Who does Parris say has robbed him and vanished from the town?

25. How many people have hanged already, and why does Danforth refuse to postpone any hangings?

26. Who has been arrested and detained in the dungeon.

27. Rev. Hale offers four signs that the town is being ruined; please list them.

28. Does Rebecca confess to witchcraft?

29. Give two reasons why Giles Corey was smart for not admitting or denying the charges against him.

30. What were Giles Corey's dying words, and how did he die?

31. What does Proctor admit to?

32. Why would Proctor admit, but not sign, a confession of his guilt?

33. How does Proctor think Danforth is using him?

34. What finally happens to Proctor's confession?

35. What happens to John Proctor?
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ASSIGNMENT #4: THEME AND SYMBOLISM GOOGLE SLIDES/ POSTER 

The purpose of the project is to connect symbols to larger themes within the text. Students are to identify a theme from The 

Crucible. Students may use google slides or create a poster utilizing symbols that support that theme. This project will 

demonstrate your understanding of important aspects of The Crucible.  

1. Select theme: Intolerance, Hysteria, or Reputation

2. Include 5 symbols that represent that theme from the text, and explain why

Symbols can be abstract concepts (greed, envy etc), color associations, objects, characters, places, and/or events from the 

text. 

3. Students are to include a paragraph analyzing the theme and how the symbol is representative of that

theme. (5 symbols =5 paragraph response)

4. Title and Author must be on the poster.

Intolerance - The Crucible is set in a theocratic society, in which the church and the state are one, and the religion is a strict, austere form 

of Protestantism known as Puritanism. Because of the theocratic nature of the society, moral laws and state laws are one and the same: sin 

and the status of an individual's soul are matters of public concern. There is no room for deviation from social norms, since any individual 

whose private life doesn't conform to the established moral laws represents a threat not only to the public good but also to the rule of God 

and true religion. In Salem, everything and everyone belongs to either God or the Devil; dissent is not merely unlawful, it is associated with 

satanic activity.  

Hysteria - Another critical theme in The Crucible is the role that hysteria can play in tearing apart a community. Hysteria supplants logic 

and enables people to believe that their neighbors, whom they have always considered upstanding people, are committing absurd and 

unbelievable crimes–communing with the devil, killing babies, and so on. In The Crucible, the townsfolk accept and become active in the 

hysterical climate not only out of genuine religious piety but also because it gives them a chance to express repressed sentiments and to act 

on long-held grudges.  

Reputation - Reputation is tremendously important in theocratic Salem, where public and private moralities are one and the same. In an 

environment where reputation plays such an important role, the fear of guilt by association becomes particularly pernicious. Focused on 

maintaining public reputation, the townsfolk of Salem must fear that the sins of their friends and associates will taint their names. Various 

characters base their actions on the desire to protect their respective reputations.  


